March 15, 2020
Dear Students and Parents,
Over the next week, St. Brigid-St. Frances Catholic Academy will be closed. During this time, lessons will
be put online. This will be new for all of us (including me). Many mistakes will be made, but hopefully
this will go as smooth as possible. This week’s lessons are ordered by day. There are a set of directions
for each lesson for your child to follow until school resumes.
Each grade has a page (as well as 8A homeroom which is separate from the ELA pages). On the first
page, you will find links to different lesson for each day and a rubric for message board discussions that
you will have over the week (we will discuss this rubric when we get to the lessons). You can look at
each lesson throughout the week. There are some content that you can do during the week before it is
due that day and some you can only do on that day. Once you are on the page or any of the other pages,
it is important to never touch the Edit button at the top. Doing so will change the page. This platform
will work like a website as long as you do not touch that button. If you do, the links will not work.
You will start on the homepage. If you need to go to the homepage, press home on the side and you will
go back to it. A homepage will look like this:

As you can tell, Home is on the side if you would like to return. Please only use the Home link on the
side. Using the other links may mess up the page. If you do, please let me know. I will find out. This
program records every move.
Once you enter a lesson, it will look like this:

Each lesson begins with a Lesson that will give you lessons for the day. You must sign in to the class. The
lesson will ask what class do you belong to and it will record your presence. This section is open from
8am –3pm. For example, the above lesson is for March 17. The attendance will only be open on that
lesson from 8am – 3pm the day of the lesson. It will not be open and not after. It will look like this
otherwise:

It is important to check in once a day, so I can record your attendance.
Then there will be lessons with discussions. An example:

Each of these lessons will have a Discussion. When you click on the link at the bottom of the discussion,
you will be brought to a message board that will look like this:

You can do these lessons ahead of time and I encourage it, so you do not get backed up. The guidelines
are simple:
•
•
•

You must post your answer by 12 pm on the day of the lesson
You must respond to at least one of your classmates by 1:30 pm on the day of the lesson
If anyone responded to your first post, respond back by 3 pm on the day of the lesson

These directions will appear on each discussion. Sometimes directions on these bullets may change so
pay attention to them carefully. When posting, the post must be thoughtful. Responses must be more
than an “I agree,” “I don’t agree,” or “Cool.” I will be grading these responses for participation. Also, be
thoughtful and polite. Some of these discussions might ask you to critique another student’s answer.
Remember to be polite and not say that you hate it or that it was bad. You must help them with your
response and if someone does help you, you should thank them for their help and respond on how you
will use their help with your answer. If there are any improper actions on the message boards, I will give
a zero for the full week for those who engage in that behavior.
Each lesson has homework:

Homework such as reading can be done ahead of time, but worksheets can only be done between 3pm
and 10 pm on the day of the lesson to ensure that homework is being done. I will mark this as both
homework and a quiz.
If you do not have the app installed just yet, Mr. Martinez put it on the tablet so it may be hidden
somewhere on there, or on a desktop or other tablet, you can go to office.com and sign in with your
@stbrigidca.onmicrosoft.com account. If you do not have your password, ask Mr. Martinez. For Learning
Ally screen names and passwords, contact me. Sixth grade will receive the pdf of World Without Fish.
The first lesson does not need it and in a worst-case scenario it will be delivered on Monday.
As I said, this is new. There might be broken links, worksheets that do not open, etc. please let me know.
If you are doing discussion posts early, let me know of a broken link. I’m sorry for the bad grammar and
other mistakes ahead of time. I rushed to do this to ensure that education continues throughout this
week. Please let me know if any concerns. I will be available at the following places:
jdier@sb-sfc.org
On Remind (You can download the app on Google Play or find it in the Apple Store. You can also go to
www.remind.com):

6th Grade ELA: @ela6dier
7th Grade ELA: @ela7dier
8th Grade ELA: @ela8dier
8A Homeroom/ Technology: @dier8a
Remember that this not a time for vacation and learning must still go on. I will check in and reach out to
you. 8A will receive instructions about daily attendance in a separate letter. I will give some leeway for
the first couple of days on this but until we all figure this out. Once everything is up and running,
everyone will be accountable. I will keep you up to date. I hope to see you all soon and please reach out
to me if you need help!
Thanks,
Mr. Dier

